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Davis recommends... Bitty Baby Dolls
Baby dolls encourage pretend play, 
where children can imagine and act 
out situations of caring and nurturing 
for others. This play also promotes 

verbal and emotional skills, as 
children begin to understand new 
emotional concepts through their 

baby and acting out scenarios. Bitty 
Baby is for toddler and school-age 

boys and girls (3-7).  

Hailey recommends... Marble Runs

There are many different 
versions of this type of toy, 
appropriate for ages 4 and 

up, but all marble runs share 
similar features. They 

encourage creativity in that 
the variety of pieces allow 

kids to create different 
structures each time they 
play. In running marbles 
through the tracks they 

create, children are 
introduced to basic concepts 
in physics and engineering.



Evan recommends... Pancake Pile-Up
The Pancake Pile-Up! Relay Game would 
make an excellent gift for any child ages 4- 

7. Working in teams, players compete to 
see who can correctly stack their pancakes 
the fastest. This game fosters cooperation 
and pro-social skills. In addition, fine motor 
skills are developed through precariously 
balancing the pancakes atop each other. 

Find it on Amazon.

Cat recommends... Duplo Playground 
and mini American Girl Dolls

DUPLOs are great for little 
kids! These construction toys 

are gender neutral and 
support children's 

development of spatial skills.  

Mini American Girl Dolls have 
childlike proportions and real 
hair. Children can build verbal 

skills by talking to them, and also 
learn about periods in history 

through each doll's story. 



Marie recommends... 
Talking Microscope + 
Primary Science Set

The microscope includes 20 slides to 
choose from! Encourages children to 

be interested about science! 
Designed for kids 4 and up.

Get your kids interested 
in STEM! Science set 

comes with instructional 
cards to familiarize 
them with scientific 

procedures. Designed 
for ages 3+.

Wooden Blocks are a great 
toy for any gender child! 

They sharpen spatial 
abilities; can be used in 

pretend-play, as landscapes 
for smaller toys; and are 

incredibly fun to just build up 
and tear down. The material 
is going to last and they are 
great toys to have to pass 

down to younger kids! 

Cate recommends...



Book Recommendations
Picture Books 

Chapter Books

Stellaluna by Pamela Reed 

She Persisted: 13 American Women who Changed the World by 

Chelsea Clinton 

Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson 

Malala's Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai 

Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty 

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans 

Angelina series by Katherine Hollabird 

Real Cowboys by Kate Hoefler

Everywhere Babies by Susan Meyers 

Free to be You and Me by Marlo Thomas 

Really Rosie by Maurice Sendak 

Red: A Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall 

Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister 

The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf
Wonder by R.J. Palacio

Maus by Art Spiegelman

The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Matilda  by Roald Dahl

Dear America series (many authors)

Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket

Love that Dog by Sharon Creech

The Goose Girl by Shannon Hale



Happy holidays!


