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Recommendat ions  f rom the  

Fu lcher  Gender  Deve lopment  

Lab  at  Wash ington  &  Lee  

Un ivers i ty !



Hannah recommends... Magnetic Stick toys

Magnetic Stick Toys are great for children 3 and up!  
They promote creativity and let imagination be 

brought to life.  Spatial abilities can also be improved 
through building numerous creations with this toy.

Ian recommends... Catan

An award-winning strategy game, Catan teaches 
players how to think critically and strategically. It 

also teaches basic odds and pro-social behavior as 
players roll the dice to collect resources they can 
trade with other players. Designed for ages 10+

Marie recommends... Tomi Music

This set of wooden percussion instruments will 
help children develop a musical interest by 

experimenting with different sounds! In 
addition, toys like these help children develop 
important skills such as creativity, fine motor 

skills, and hand eye coordination!

Hailey recommends... Gravitrax
The Gravitrax starter kit is the perfect gift for 
kids ages 8 and up. Follow the instructions or 

create your own design to propel your marbles 
from start to finish with the help of magnetism, 
kinetics, and gravity. This toy promotes spatial 

reasoning, planning skills, and creativity.



Cate recommends... 4M Eco Science Toys

Great for children age 8 and up, this 
science kit uses household objects to 

create designs. It is eco-friendly and sure 
to get kids engaged in STEM activities!

Genna recommends... Jenga

Jenga is a great game for any child! Jenga promotes the 
development of your child’s spatial skills, problem solving 

skills, and fine motor skills!

Emily recommends... Inventor's Box

Take Arts-n-Crafts to a whole new level! This 
open-ended gift allows kids to create without 

boundaries or restraints. Follow the instructions 
to create a simple machine or build whatever you 
can invent. Perfect for creative minds with large 

imaginations!

Davis recommends... cuddle + kind dolls and stuffed animals

These dolls and stuffed animals are 
great comfort toy for children, and also 

give them an opportunity to act out 
pretend play stories with their dolls. 

Abby recommends... LEGO DUPLO My First Emotions
This building toy encourages spatial skills, as well 
as pretend play as kids can create stories with 

the emotion faces blocks! They can create family 
characters and act out scripts, while 
simultaneously building spatial skills. 



BOOK 

RECOMMENDATIONS
Picture Books

Wishtree by Katherine Applegate
The Stars Beneath our Feet by David Barclay Moore
The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner

I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy
Wee Free Men by Terry Pratchett

Zita the Spacegirl by Ben Hatke
Ronia, the Robber's Daughter by Astrid Lindgren

The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Chapter Books

Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev
The Boy and the Whale by Mordecai Gerstein
Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall
Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls by Elena Favilli
What Does it Mean to be Green? by Rana DiOrio
 



HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS!
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